286        AFTER THESE  MANY  QUESTS
The General spoke with relish of his "hell of a sera though it fairly chilled my blood.   However, I could t comfort when he came more precisely to the details, though we were to be dropped in daylight, which had disadvantages, it seemed that the battle would be well un way and, I hoped, the enemy would be suitably demorali before it came to our turn.   On the night before D-daj Commando Brigade was to storm Wessel, after crossing river in boats.   Some hours later, presumably just bej dawn, Thirty Corps were to cross on a wide front, drivinj the general direction of Bocholt. The number of reserves, s the General cheerfully, was colossal—three times the num required as a minimum.   I admit to vagueness about • last multiple, but it sounded extremely satisfying at time.
General Bols now began to talk about airborne operati and ours in particular.
"There are three kinds of airborne, operations," he si "There's the Wingate type, in which forces are dropped inside enemy country for harassing purposes, and m.{ tained exclusively by supplies dropped from the air. T there is the Arnhem type, where you drop forces accord to an elaborate plan with a view to seizing river crossii but, in doing so, hold out a carrot to the enemy show him what your general line of advance is going'to be. T there is the third type, which we are going to embark an airborne operation in close support of the main bat This, in my view, is the best and most useful way of < ploying airborne forces. We may hope, if all goes \\ to loosen up the scrum and set the armies behind us sw ning."
As we listened, enthralled, to this lecture, I reflected t the reason for inattentiveness on the part of the aver schoolboy is that he has not got enough at stake. Sch masters take note; though I'm not recommending a pi chute course as an alternative to six of the best on backside.
When the General came down to closer detail, he be, to iab at the man with his Dointer. Third Parachute Briere British Second. We may have one hell of a scrap for forty-eight hours or a week. Then again, if the weather holds and traffic control works, we may have one of the finest skelters across Europe you can imagine. If the weather is unfavourable, theram into two jeeps. We then began to speed through London's traffic, heading past Marble Arch and through Bayswater, keeping up a\ ,                          The delay might run to hours.   On the other hand
